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Australian official leads
push for plastic-bag ban =

By Tim Joh . 3

"i'ﬁﬂ'E‘I" The Auﬁtrﬂimn envimon-
ent minister said Thursday that he

. y E.';':d to ban all plastic shopping bags,

the énd of this year, a move that|
\ d go one step further than China/
whicl:said this week that it would ban
ultra-thin bags and make rctallun
cha re-far others. I
ere are some four billion of these
plastic bags ﬂDﬂtlﬂ% around the place,
getting into landfill, ending up affect-
ing our wildlife, and showing up on our
beaches while we arean holidays,” En-
yvironiment Minister Peter Garreltshj

“1 think most Australians would ] 'el

‘. tosee them rid.

“—_“We think it’s absolutely-critical that
we get cracking-en-it"—Garrett, the
former leader of the rock band Mid-
night Oil and alongtime environmental
campalgner, said.

Garrett, a leader of the Labor Party,
said he hoped to phase out plastic bags
in Australia by the end of 2008 and
planned to meet with state officials in
April to figure out how that could be
done.

The Labor Party was swept to power
late last year, partly on the back of its
promise to tackle the country's envi-
ronmental challenges,

In December one of Prime Minister
Kevin Rudd's first actions on assuming
office was to sign the Eyoto Protocol on
the Environment, reversing years of op-
position by his predecessor, John
Howard.

global momentum
plastic bags is growing.

On Tuesday, China said on the offi-
cial government Web site that it would
ban free plastic bags starting June 1. The
thinnest bags wilﬁ:r: banned outright,

against

and stores will be forced to charge for
thicker, more durable bags.

The government called for "a return
toYcloth bags and shopping baskets to
ﬁluce the yse of plastic bags."” The

ove follo restrictions in South
Africa, Irelahd, Taiwan and Bangla-
desh, which Has banned all bags.

Australia hbd an early role in the war
against plasty shopping bags. In 2003,
the small cofuomunity of Coles Bay, in
Tasmania, befame the first plastic-bag-
free village i the world.

The move fagainst plastic baﬁ
led by Ben rney, who runs a
and café in Celes Bay.

He estimatgd that the initiative in the
village, which only has 200 residents
but caters to 350,000 tourists a year, had
saved over a million plastic bags since
its inception.

“It's been} a matter of changing
people’s habifg,” he said, "and it has be-
come a way df life for locals now, and
tourists appregiate it.”

But not everyone is pleased with the
move.

Richard Evans, who is the chief exec-
utive of the Australian Retailers Associ-
ation, believes it will be counterproduc-
tive.

“This is populist politics at its worst,"
Evans said Thursday.

“Everyone would agree that they
don't like to see plastic bags blowing
down the street and floating in our wa-
terways, but this is a litter issue, not a
legislative isshe”

Evans said that it was still unclear
which bags would be banned, and he
asked about the future of garbage can
liners and freezer bags.

He said that the association's re-
search showed that householders re-
cycled the majority of supermarket
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China has already moved to ban nltra-thin bags and make retailers charge for others.

plastic bags for garba

And he guestione
tal argument.

"We get paper bags from pulping
trees — and that is supposed to be bet-
ter?” he asked. "What's wrong with bio-
degradable plastic bags?™

Evans said that his members wanted
more discussion and mted to the fact
that supermarkets had led the charge to
cut plastic pollution, reducing the num-
ber of bags they use by 50 percent from
2002 levels.

“The devil's in the detail,” he said.
“We need more leadership than legisla-
tion.”

disposal.
}be environmen-

= New York orders recycling

Large stores throughout MNew York
must provide bins for recycling plastic
bags under a bill passed Wednesday by
the City Council, The Associated Press
reported from New York.

The measure requires stores that oc-
cupy 5,000 square feet or more, or that
have more than five branches in the city
to install plastic haf recycling bins. The
bags must read: “Please return this bnp.
to a participating store for recycli
Stores will lEe required to report to the
city on the number and weight of bags
that are collected.



